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Diet of Large Indian Civets (Viverra zibetha) in rubber plantations

Amphoe Ban Ta Kun, Surat-Thani Province

Abstract

A study on the diet of the large Indian civet was conducted from January 1998 to April 1999 by
collecting civet feces at their toilet sites at rubber plantation in Tambol Khao Phang and Tambol Phra Saeng,
Amphoe Ban Ta Kun, Surat - Thani Province. Those rubber plantations were infrequently weeded. Feces
analysis showed that civets took ten items of flora and fauna ; fruit, mammals arthropods, reptiles,
amphibians, birds, fish, insects and other invertebrates including earthworm and rubber raisin. Although the
bulk percentages of animals is higher than plants in the large Indian civet’s diet, the difference is not
significant (P<0.05). But among ten food items in the civet’s diet, the indices showed that the civet ate more
fruit than other food items.

The civets ate rats which were pests for agricultural plants but also poiscnous animals such as
centipedes, scorpions and snakes. Seasonal variation in their diet was not clear. Fruit intake by civet did not
differ between season but bulk percentages of arthropods and mammals were higher in the wet season than the

dry season .
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